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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion  : Lighthouse Coming Together 
Venue   :  On-site / On-line 
Theme   : Being Faithful and True in 2022 
Focus    : Being Faithful as Stewards 
Date    : April 19, 2022 
 
TITLE   : WHAT CHURCHES LOSE 
Text/s   :  
 
Rev 2:25 
25 But that which ye have already hold fast till I come. 
KJV 
 
Rev 3:11 
11 Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown. 
 
Rev 1:10-20 
10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, 
11 Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, 
and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto 
Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea. 
12 And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden 
candlesticks; 
13 And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment 
down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. 
14 His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of 
fire; 
15 And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of 
many waters. 
16 And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: 
and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength. 
17 And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto 
me, Fear not; I am the first and the last: 
18 I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the 
keys of hell and of death. 
19 Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be 
hereafter; 
20 The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden 
candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks 
which thou sawest are the seven churches.  
Revelation 2:1 (KJV)  Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that 
holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden 
candlesticks; 

 
 
Bible Reading :  
 
1 Thess 5:11-24 
11 Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do. 
12 And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are over you in the 
Lord, and admonish you; 
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13 And to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake. And be at peace among yourselves. 
14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, support the 
weak, be patient toward all men. 
15 See that none render evil for evil unto any man; but ever follow that which is good, both among 
yourselves, and to all men. 
16 Rejoice evermore. 
17 Pray without ceasing. 
18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 
19 Quench not the Spirit. 
20 Despise not prophesyings. 
21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 
22 Abstain from all appearance of evil. 
23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and 
body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
24 Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it. 
KJV 
 
Acts 20:17-28 
17 And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church. 
18 And when they were come to him, he said unto them, Ye know, from the first day that I came 
into Asia, after what manner I have been with you at all seasons, 
19 Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears, and temptations, which befell 
me by the lying in wait of the Jews: 
20 And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and have 
taught you publickly, and from house to house, 
21 Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
22 And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall 
befall me there: 
23 Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me. 
24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might 
finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the 
gospel of the grace of God. 
25 And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, 
shall see my face no more. 
26 Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men. 
27 For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. 
28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath 
made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. 
KJV 
 
Song/s   : 
 
- Faithful and True 
- I Know Whom I Have Committed 
 
  
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
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As we find in ch. 1:20: the 7 golden candlesticks represent the 7 churches in existence during the 
time of the Apostles.  They were composed of people like we are, flesh and blood, subject to the 
same limitations, passions, aspirations, weaknesses, temptations, sins, joys, etc. 
 
To all of them He has the following address 
 

a) “I know thy works…”  To Ephesus, 1:2; Smyrna, 2:9; Pergamos, 2:13; Thyatira, 2:19; 
Sardis, 3:1; Philadelphia, 3:8, Laodicea, 3:15 

b) “He that hath an ear, let hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches…” 
2:7; 2:11; 2:17; 2:29; 3:6; 3:13; 3:22 
 

c) He exhorts, rebukes, warns, admonishes, instructs, comforts – depending on their stand 
and spiritual conditions 

 
The different features of these churches are characteristics of various churches from the time of 
Christ to the present, from persecution to modernism to apostasy. 
 
A) Ephesus – The church which lost its first love, foundation of its love. 

 
Rev 2:1-7 
1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven 
stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks; 
2 I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which 
are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found 
them liars: 
3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast not 
fainted. 
4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love. 
5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I 
will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou 
repent. 
6 But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 
7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that 
overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God. 
KJV 
 
They lost foundation of their love – the love of God in Christ. 
They became too judicial, leaving the love of Christ as the foundation of everything in the 
ministry. 
 
Ephesians 3:16-19 (KJV) 
16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might 
by his Spirit in the inner man; 
17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 
18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height; 
19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the 
fulness of God. 
 
1 John 4:7-21 (KJV) 
7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, 
and knoweth God. 
8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. 
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9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten 
Son into the world, that we might live through him. 
10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. 
11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another. 
12 No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love 
is perfected in us. 
13 Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit. 
14 And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. 
15 Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God. 
16 And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that 
dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. 
17 Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: 
because as he is, so are we in this world. 
18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He 
that feareth is not made perfect in love. 
19 We love him, because he first loved us. 
20 If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his 
brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? 
21 And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also. 
 
Galatians 2:20 (KJV)  I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself for me. 
 
2 Corinthians 8:8 (KJV)  I speak not by commandment, but by occasion of the forwardness of 
others, and to prove the sincerity of your love. 
 
1 Corinthians 16:22 (KJV)  If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema 
Maranatha. 
 
Hebrews 10:24-25 (KJV) 
24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 
25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting 
one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 
 
Ephesus is today the western portion of Turkey.  It was the residence of John before his exile to 
Patmos and the site of the great temple of Diana. 

 
1) They became too righteous without the love of Christ, forgetting that without charity (the 

love of Christ). 
 
1 Cor 13:1-4 
1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am 
become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 
2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; 
and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am 
nothing. 
3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be 
burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. 
4 Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not 
puffed up, 
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2) Remember, repent, and do the first works.  Do the first works out of the love of Christ in 

us. 
 
Heb 6:10 
10 For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have 

shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister. 
 
Phil 1:9-10 
9 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all 

judgment; 
10 That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without 

offence till the day of Christ; 
 
 
B) Pergamos – The church which lost their spiritual value in favor of compromise.   
 
 

About 45 miles north of Smyrna.  It had one of the finest libraries of antiquity and was the place 
where the parchment was first used.  It was once the capital of the Roman province of Asia. 
 
Rev 2:12-17 
12 And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which hath the 
sharp sword with two edges; 
13 I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat is: and thou holdest 
fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my 
faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth. 
14 But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of 
Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things 
sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication. 
15 So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate. 
16 Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of 
my mouth. 
17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that 
overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the 
stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it. 
KJV 
 
2 Peter 2:10-19 
10 But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise 
government. Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities. 
11 Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation against 
them before the Lord. 
12 But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things 
that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption; 
13 And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot in the 
day time. Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings while 
they feast with you; 
14 Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an 
heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children: 
15 Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam the 
son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; 
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16 But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice forbad the 
madness of the prophet. 
17 These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of 
darkness is reserved for ever. 
18 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the 
flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error. 
19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of 
whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. 
KJV 
 
Jude 8-13 
8 Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of 
dignities. 
9 Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of 
Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee. 
10 But these speak evil of those things which they know not: but what they know naturally, as 
brute beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves. 
11 Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of 
Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core. 
12 These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves 
without fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, 
without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots; 
13 Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is 
reserved the blackness of darkness for ever. 
KJV 
 
Num 22:5-12 
5 He sent messengers therefore unto Balaam the son of Beor to Pethor, which is by the river of 
the land of the children of his people, to call him, saying, Behold, there is a people come out 
from Egypt: behold, they cover the face of the earth, and they abide over against me: 
6 Come now therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people; for they are too mighty for me: 
peradventure I shall prevail, that we may smite them, and that I may drive them out of the 
land: for I wot that he whom thou blessest is blessed, and he whom thou cursest is cursed. 
7 And the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the rewards of divination in 
their hand; and they came unto Balaam, and spake unto him the words of Balak. 
8 And he said unto them, Lodge here this night, and I will bring you word again, as the Lord 
shall speak unto me: and the princes of Moab abode with Balaam. 
9 And God came unto Balaam, and said, What men are these with thee? 
10 And Balaam said unto God, Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, hath sent unto me, 
saying, 
11 Behold, there is a people come out of Egypt, which covereth the face of the earth: come 
now, curse me them; peradventure I shall be able to overcome them, and drive them out. 
12 And God said unto Balaam, Thou shalt not go with them; thou shalt not curse the people: for 
they are blessed. 
KJV 
 
Num 22:13-22 
13 And Balaam rose up in the morning, and said unto the princes of Balak, Get you into your 
land: for the Lord refuseth to give me leave to go with you. 
14 And the princes of Moab rose up, and they went unto Balak, and said, Balaam refuseth to 
come with us. 
15 And Balak sent yet again princes, more, and more honourable than they. 
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16 And they came to Balaam, and said to him, Thus saith Balak the son of Zippor, Let nothing, I 
pray thee, hinder thee from coming unto me: 
17 For I will promote thee unto very great honour, and I will do whatsoever thou sayest unto 
me: come therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people. 
18 And Balaam answered and said unto the servants of Balak, If Balak would give me his house 
full of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of the Lord my God, to do less or more. 
19 Now therefore, I pray you, tarry ye also here this night, that I may know what the Lord will 
say unto me more. 
20 And God came unto Balaam at night, and said unto him, If the men come to call thee, rise 
up, and go with them; but yet the word which I shall say unto thee, that shalt thou do. 
21 And Balaam rose up in the morning, and saddled his ass, and went with the princes of Moab. 
22 And God's anger was kindled because he went: and the angel of the Lord stood in the way 
for an adversary against him. Now he was riding upon his ass, and his two servants were with 
him. 
KJV 
 
Num 24:10-13 
10 And Balak's anger was kindled against Balaam, and he smote his hands together: and Balak 
said unto Balaam, I called thee to curse mine enemies, and, behold, thou hast altogether 
blessed them these three times. 
11 Therefore now flee thou to thy place: I thought to promote thee unto great honour; but, lo, 
the Lord hath kept thee back from honour. 
12 And Balaam said unto Balak, Spake I not also to thy messengers which thou sentest unto 
me, saying, 
13 If Balak would give me his house full of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the 
commandment of the Lord, to do either good or bad of mine own mind; but what the Lord 
saith, that will I speak? 
KJV 
 
Num 24:25-25:3 
25 And Balaam rose up, and went and returned to his place: and Balak also went his way. 
25:1 And Israel abode in Shittim, and the people began to commit whoredom with the 
daughters of Moab. 
2 And they called the people unto the sacrifices of their gods: and the people did eat, and 
bowed down to their gods. 
3 And Israel joined himself unto Baal-peor: and the anger of the Lord was kindled against 
Israel. 
KJV 
 
Num 31:16 
16 Behold, these caused the children of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to commit 
trespass against the Lord in the matter of Peor, and there was a plague among the 
congregation of the Lord. 
KJV 
 
2 Tim 3:16-17 
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 5:21-23 
21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 
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22 Abstain from all appearance of evil. 
23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul 
and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
2 Tim 1:12-14 
12 For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know 
whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed 
unto him against that day. 
13 Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in 
Christ Jesus. 
14 That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in 
us. 
KJV 
 
Rom 12:9 
9 Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good. 
KJV 
 
Heb 3:6 
6 But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence 
and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end. 
KJV 
 
Col 3:1-2 
1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the 
right hand of God. 
2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 
KJV 
 
1 John 2:15-17 
15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. 
16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 
17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth 
for ever. 
KJV 
 
Rom 8:4-6 
4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit. 
5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the 
Spirit the things of the Spirit. 
6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 
KJV 
 
This church lost the purity of their being.  They have allowed themselves as a church, to cater 
to what people want to hear. 
 
1Thes 2:4 
4 But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not as 

pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts. 
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(KJV) 
 
Gal 1:9-11 
9 As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than 

that ye have received, let him be accursed. 
10 For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I 

should not be the servant of Christ. 
11 But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. 
(KJV) 
 
You have lost the purity of your doctrine.  
1) The doctrine of Balaam – of materialism and compromise.  Balaam was a covetous prophet 

for hire.  Jude 11;  
Jude 1:11 
11 Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error 

of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core. 
 

2 Pet 2:15 
15 Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam 

the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; 
 

2) The doctrine of the Nicolaitanes 
Of priest of laity, order.  These were apparently, a sect which advocated license in matters 
of Christian conduct, including free love, though some understand from the meaning of the 
name they were a group which promoted a clerical hierarchy. 

 
 
 
C) Thyatira – The church which lost their purity being tolerant and licentious.  

 
A city noted for its numerous trade guilds and for its wool and dyeing industry.  It was about 35 
miles SE of Pergamum. 
 
Rev 2:18-29 
18 And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of God, who 
hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass; 
19 I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and 
the last to be more than the first. 
20 Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman 
Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit 
fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols. 
21 And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not. 
22 Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great 
tribulation, except they repent of their deeds. 
23 And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which 
searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works. 
24 But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, and 
which have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other 
burden. 
25 But that which ye have already hold fast till I come. 
26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over 
the nations: 



 10 

27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to 
shivers: even as I received of my Father. 
28 And I will give him the morning star. 
29 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 14:34-35 
34 Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but 
they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law. 
35 And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for 
women to speak in the church. 
KJV 
 
1 Kings 19:1-3 
1 And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and withal how he had slain all the prophets 
with the sword. 
2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let the gods do to me, and more also, 
if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by to morrow about this time. 
3 And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which 
belongeth to Judah, and left his servant there. 
KJV 
 
Rom 2:4-5 
4 Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing 
that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 
5 But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day 
of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God; 
KJV 
 
Titus 1:9-11 
9 Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine 
both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers. 
10 For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of the circumcision: 
11 Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which they 
ought not, for filthy lucre's sake. 
KJV  
 
Eph 5:2-5 
2 And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a 
sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour. 
3 But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as 
becometh saints; 
4 Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but rather giving 
of thanks. 
5 For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an 
idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 
KJV 
 
Eph 4:17-20 
17 This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles 
walk, in the vanity of their mind, 
18 Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the 
ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart: 
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19 Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all 
uncleanness with greediness. 
20 But ye have not so learned Christ; 
KJV 
 
1 Tim 1:3-7 
3 As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when I went into Macedonia, that thou mightest 
charge some that they teach no other doctrine, 
4 Neither give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which minister questions, rather than 
godly edifying which is in faith: so do. 
5 Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, 
and of faith unfeigned: 
6 From which some having swerved have turned aside unto vain jangling; 
7 Desiring to be teachers of the law; understanding neither what they say, nor whereof they 
affirm. 
KJV 
 
Eph 4:14-16 
14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive; 
15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even 
Christ: 
16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint 
supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of 
the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 
KJV 
 
Col 2:6-8 
6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: 
7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding 
therein with thanksgiving. 
8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, 
after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 
KJV 
 
1 Tim 4:6 
6 If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of 
Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast 
attained. 
KJV 
 
1 Tim 6:3-5 
3 If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness; 
4 He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof 
cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, 
5 Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is 
godliness: from such withdraw thyself. 
KJV 
 
This church lost their life testimony.   
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1Thes 1:7-9 
7 So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia. 
8 For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also 

in every place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need not to speak any 
thing. 

9 For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye 
turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God; 

(KJV) 
 
Titus 2:7-8 
7 In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, 

gravity, sincerity, 
8 Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part may be 

ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you. 
(KJV) 
 
 
“…You have lost the purity of your life…” 
Jezebel stands for corruption, immorality and violence.  Her being named would mean that she 
may actually have been named Jezebel whose actions made her a contemporary counterpart of 
the notorious Jezebel of 1 Kings 16 and 2 King 9. 

 
 
D) Sardis – The church which lost her Passion/Zeal (3:1-6) 
 Dead Sardis 

 
Rev 3:1-6 
1 And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the seven 
Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, 
and art dead. 
2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not 
found thy works perfect before God. 
3 Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If 
therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what 
hour I will come upon thee. 
4 Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall 
walk with me in white: for they are worthy. 
5 He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his 
name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his 
angels. 
6 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 
KJV 
 
The capital of ancient Lydia, situated about 30 miles South of Thyatira. 
 

The church at Sardis received the saddest of the Lord's seven letters in Revelation. 
Sardis seemed to want to remain known as a "live" church, but the Lord saw their real 
testimony and reputation and concluded that they were "dead."Many such places 
around the world today are enshrined with stained glass, statuary, crosses, and 
inscriptions that have the "name" of Christianity emblazoned throughout their property, 
yet they are dead spiritually. Such churches might be compared to the monuments and 
gravestones erected in cemeteries to honor the memories of faithful men and women 
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of past generations who were alive for a time with a solid reputation forgodliness, yet 
whose families have drifted away from the Lord. 
  
Yet "even in Sardis" there was a small number who had remained faithful in spite of the 
drift of the church itself, as there are also in families now adrift but with a Christian 
heritage. The advice to Sardis (and certainly to families as well) is this: "Remember 
therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent" (Revelation 
3:3). 
  
The Philippian church received the same counsel: "Those things, which ye have both 
learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be 
with you" (Philippians 4:9). The verb is "do." Heritage is wonderful, but each church--
and each of us--will be held accountable for what is actually done. HMM III 

 
They have a name but they are dead.  They have a form but have no power.  They have 
become weak and have been ready to die.  They were devoid of spiritual life and power. 
 
This church lost their passion for doing the work of God.  Their Gospel witness remained to be 
just a presentation and none other. 
 
2 Pet 1:8-9 
8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren 
nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he 
was purged from his old sins. 
(KJV) 
 
James 2:18 
18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy 
works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. 
(KJV) 
 
Luke 22:31-32 
31 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift 
you as wheat: 
32 But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen 
thy brethren. 
(KJV) 
 
1Thes 5:4-7 
4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. 
5 Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of 
darkness. 
6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. 
7 For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night. 
(KJV) 
 

 
E) Laodicea – The church which lost her Dependence on God (3:14-22) 
 Lukewarm Laodicea 

 
Rev 3:14-22 

http://www.icr.org/bible/Revelation/3/3
http://www.icr.org/bible/Revelation/3/3
http://www.icr.org/bible/Philippians/4/9
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14 And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the 
faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; 
15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. 
16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my 
mouth. 
17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and 
knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: 
18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white 
raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and 
anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. 
19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. 
20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. 
21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, 
and am set down with my Father in his throne. 
22 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 
KJV 
 
 

The Lord Jesus used intense language to rebuke this church, the last of the seven He 
had John write to in the book of Revelation. Laodicea was dangerously near the brink of 
being disavowed by He who is the Head of the church. 
  
Such churches believe they "have need of nothing" (Revelation 3:17). Worldly wealth, 
extensive property, and popular recognition blinded these members and their leaders 
to their true spiritual condition. They failed to understand that, from the Lord's 
perspective, they are "wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked" 
(Revelation 3:17). 
  
The cause of this terrible spiritual destitution is being spiritually tepid. It's like 
expecting a glass of cold water or a cup of hot tea but finding everything at room 
temperature. This church "tasted" just like the world around them. They were neither 
godly nor in rebellion--just "nice people" who blended in well with the community. Their 
spiritual reputation did not smell either like life or death (2 Corinthians 2:16). 
  
Despite the Lord's distaste for such a condition, He loved and counseled them to "buy" 
from Him the gold of the kingdom's true wealth, righteous clothing that would cover 
their shameful exposure of worldly behavior, and to anoint their spiritual eyes so that 
they could see eternal values rather than temporal things. 
  
As the Lord graciously closed His letter, He "stands at the door" of the church, 
waitingfor anyone to open and let Him in (Revelation 3:20). Tepid spirituality keeps the 
Lord outside. What a shame that such could ever be said about any church. HMM III 

 
 
About 90 mils east of Ephesus and 45 miles SE of Philadelphia.  Under the Roman rule, it was a 
wealthy city. 
 
This church lost their dependence upon God.  They based everything on numbers.  They 
thought that the Great Commission is seen in having everything – that when they have 
everything they are fine as a church. 
 
2 Cor 3:5-6 

http://www.icr.org/bible/Revelation/3/17
http://www.icr.org/bible/Revelation/3/17
http://www.icr.org/bible/2Corinthians/2/16
http://www.icr.org/bible/Revelation/3/20
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5 Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency 
is of God; 
6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the 
spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 
(KJV) 
 
2 Cor 9:8 
8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency 
in all things, may abound to every good work: 
(KJV) 
 
The neither cold nor hot church.  The one rich with goods and had need of nothing.  They were 
the first bragging church. 

  They said we are rich.  God said, they were poor. 
  They said we are wealthy.  God said they were wretched. 
  They said we do not need anything.  God said they needed everything. 
  They said we are busy in the church.  God said they were miserable. 
  They said we have a vision.  God said they were blind. 
  They said we are clothed in fine garment.  God said they were naked. 
  They said we are satisfied.  God said they made Him sick. 
 
 
F) Smyrna – The church which lost her Fearless character (2:8-11) 
 Faithful Smyrna 

 
Rev 2:8-11 
8 And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the first and the last, 
which was dead, and is alive; 
9 I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy 
of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan. 
10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of 
you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. 
11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that 
overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death. 
KJV 
 
A seaport city 35 miles north of Ephesus, called Izmir today.  It was a center of the imperial cult 
of Rome. 
 
He only had an admonition for them…”Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer…” 
 
This church has become too afraid to have a great witness.  They have been overwhelmed by 
the occult.  They have lost their boldness for the Gospel. 
 
 
Phil 1:12-14 
12 But I would ye should understand, brethren, that the things which happened unto me have 
fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel; 
13 So that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in all other places; 
14 And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold 
to speak the word without fear. 
(KJV) 
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1Thes 2:2-4 
2 But even after that we had suffered before, and were shamefully entreated, as ye know, at 
Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God with much contention. 
3 For our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of uncleanness, nor in guile: 
4 But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not as 
pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts. 
(KJV) 
 
Eph 6:18-20 
18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all 
perseverance and supplication for all saints; 
19 And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to 
make known the mystery of the gospel, 
20 For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to 
speak. 
(KJV) 
 

 
G) Philadelphia – The church which lost her Full Strength/Potency (3:7-13) 
 Strong Philadelphia 

 
Rev 3:7-13 
7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that 
is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and 
no man openeth; 
8 I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for 
thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. 
9 Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, 
but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I 
have loved thee. 
10 Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of 
temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 
11 Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown. 
12 Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more 
out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which 
is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him 
my new name. 
13 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 
KJV 
 
The word Philadelphia means brotherly love.  A lesser city than the others.   
 

Philadelphia and Smryna are the only churches that did not receive warnings from the 
Lord in the seven letters recorded in Revelation. Philadelphia had "a little strength" 
because they had built their church on the two foundations of the Word of God and the 
name of the Lord Jesus. 
  
The foundation of Jesus Christ Himself (1 Corinthians 3:11) and the foundation of the 
writings of the "apostles and prophets" (Ephesians 2:20) which are inspired by God (2 
Timothy 3:16) make the church "the pillar and ground of the truth" (1 Timothy 3:15). 
Philadelphia had faithfully held these eternal principles and were therefore given an 
"open door." 

http://www.icr.org/bible/1Corinthians/3/11
http://www.icr.org/bible/Ephesians/2/20
http://www.icr.org/bible/2Timothy/3/16
http://www.icr.org/bible/2Timothy/3/16
http://www.icr.org/bible/1Timothy/3/15
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The Lord’s introduction to Philadelphia cites the "Key of David," suggesting a reference 
to the treasure house of the king (1 Kings 7:51) and to Christ’s authority as the heir to 
the kingdom (Isaiah 22:22). The treasure of the eternal kingdom is not physical riches, 
but the gold, silver, and precious stones of God ordained work for the kingdom (1 
Corinthians 3:12-13). 
  
But just as the talents and the pounds granted to the servants in the parables 
(Matthew 25; Luke 19), the open door is an opportunity to use the resources of the 
King for His benefit--not a guarantee of success. The Lord grants the resources, but the 
work and the use of those resources are our responsibility. We will be held accountable. 
  
If we use those resources well, even those of the "synagogue of Satan" will "come and 
worship" (Revelation 3:9) and "every tongue |will| confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father" (Philippians 2:11). HMM III 

 
This church has lost their potency.  With only little strength.  What are we before such a great 
enemy!  But Christ opened before them an OPEN DOOR! 
 
1 Cor 16:9 
9 For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries. 
(KJV) 
 
1) They had little strength… 
2) They have kept the Word 
3) They did not deny His Name 
4) They have kept the Word of His patience 
5) Hold fast which thou hast 

- Don’t lose your worth 
- Don’t allow anyone to take your crown 

 
Five of these seven churches were told to repent. 
 The church at Ephesus was to repent because she had left her first love; 

The church at Pergamos was to repent because she permitted the doctrine of  
Balaam to be taught and to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit fornication. 

 
The church at Thyatira was to repent because she suffered Jezebel to teach and 

 seduce God’s servants to commit fornication. 
 The church at Sardis was to repent because she was a dying congregation, 

The church at Laodicea was to repent because she thought she was rich and did not 
need anything.  In her opinion she had arrived.  She did not know that she was neither  
cold nor hot and God was ready to spew them out of his mouth. 

 
Two of these churches were admonished. 
 The church in Smyrna will be tried 10 days 
 The church in Philadelphia was given a new opportunity.  An open door. 

http://www.icr.org/bible/1Kings/7/51
http://www.icr.org/bible/Isaiah/22/22
http://www.icr.org/bible/1Corinthians/3/12-13
http://www.icr.org/bible/1Corinthians/3/12-13
http://www.icr.org/bible/Matthew/25
http://www.icr.org/bible/Luke/19
http://www.icr.org/bible/Revelation/3/9
http://www.icr.org/bible/Philippians/2/11
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